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To discuss:

• 40 years of BSRLM!
“Findings from forty years of mathematics education research: reflecting on the 
work of the British Society for Research into Learning Mathematics (BSRLM), 
1985-2025” – chapter on Early Years?

• How might the EYPM working group organise itself strategically to 
promote Early Years mathematics education at BSRLM?” 

• Anything else....?



Previous reviews of BSRLM Research:

• A Review of BSRLM Research 1995-
2002 (Nickson, M., Edited by Winter, J., 2003)

• Research review of BSRLM 2003-2017 (Marks, 
R., Barclay, N., Barnes, A., & Treacy, P., 2019). 
Two recommendations focused specifically on 
the early years:
• A greater emphasis on identified population gaps 

(Early Years Foundation Stage, learners with Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities, Further and Adult 
Education), promoted through Working Groups or 
Day Conferences with a ‘special focus’.

• Exploration of the potential of developing links with 
Early Years professional networks to address this 
population gap. 

https://bsrlm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/BSRLM-Nickson-Review-of-BSRLM-Research-1995-2002.pdf
https://bsrlm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/BSRLM-Nickson-Review-of-BSRLM-Research-1995-2002.pdf
https://bsrlm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/BSRLM-Nickson-Review-of-BSRLM-Research-1995-2002.pdf
https://bsrlm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/BSRLM-Nickson-Review-of-BSRLM-Research-1995-2002.pdf
https://bsrlm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Research-Review-of-BSRLM-2003-2017_FEBRUARY2019.pdf
https://bsrlm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Research-Review-of-BSRLM-2003-2017_FEBRUARY2019.pdf
https://bsrlm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Research-Review-of-BSRLM-2003-2017_FEBRUARY2019.pdf
https://bsrlm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Research-Review-of-BSRLM-2003-2017_FEBRUARY2019.pdf


BSRLM@40: Findings from forty years of mathematics 
education research: reflecting on the work of the British 
Society for Research into Learning Mathematics (BSRLM), 
1985-2025

• BSRLM turns 40 at the end of 2025. 

• The BSRLM Executive are planning a book, looking back on 40 years of the life and work of the 

Society, focusing on the mathematics education research with which it has been associated.

• Inviting expressions of interest from BSRLM members, in the form of abstracts for chapters, which 

will allow us to put together a book proposal to Springer as part of their Advances in Mathematics 

Education series. 

• We are particularly interested in expressions of interest from author teams whose members span 

career stages, and ask that authors limit themselves to involvement in only one chapter proposal. 



FINDINGS FROM FORTY YEARS OF MATHEMATICS EDUCATION RESEARCH: REFLECTING ON THE WORK OF 

THE BRITISH SOCIETY FOR RESEARCH INTO LEARNING MATHEMATICS (BSRLM), 1985-2025
Editors: Alf Coles, Vesife Hatisaru, Jenni Ingram, Elena Nardi, Hilary Povey, Tim Rowland

Section 1: 

Mathematical Topics

• Geometry

• Number

• Algebra

• Statistics

• Probability

• Risk

• Problem-solving

Section 2: 

Mathematics education issues

• Equity/inclusion/diversity

• Social justice

• Climate change

• Early years

• SEN(D)

• Teacher education

• Teacher knowledge

• Language, communication and 
interaction

• Digital resources

• University mathematics 
education

Section 3: 

Theories and methodologies

• Statistics in mathematics 
education research

• Mixed methods research

• Qualitative research methods

• Narrative enquiry

• Social constructivism

• Critical mathematics 
education.

Expression of interest deadline: 20th June 2025



Proposed timeline

• Expression of interest submission deadline: 20th June 2025

• Book proposal submitted: 20th July 2025

• Chapter Authors notified: no later than 20th Sep 2025

• Full chapters (likely due date): 31st January 2026

• Authors receive reviews and (if accepted) request for revisions: 31st March 2026

• Chapters revised by 30th June 2026

• Authors receive notification of acceptance by 31st July 2026

• Book is presented at BSRLM November 2026 Day Conference!

The book structure has been conceptualised by: Cristian Bokhove, Alf Coles, Vesife Hatisaru, Jenni 
Ingram, Elena Nardi, Maria Pampaka, Hilary Povey, Tim Rowland, Rehan Shah, Emma Rempe Gillen, 
Jodie Hunter, Carol Murphy.



Proposed chapter title: The representation of the 
EYFS in BSRLM research: past, present and future

• Overview of the place and trajectory of research into mathematics teaching and learning in the 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) within BSRLM in the last 40 years.

• Discussion of the full corpus of proceedings that focus on the EYFS to better understand any 

trends, even within the relatively small corpus of studies.

• Full thematic analysis, with the size of the dataset allowing us to incorporate all proceedings from 

the last 40 years with an EYFS focus.

• Consideration of where the strengths and gaps are in the coverage of the EYFS in BSRLM over the 

past 40 years and making recommendations for the next 40 years.

Contact: rachel.marks@ucl.ac.uk; Gwen.Ineson@brunel.ac.uk; 
S.Gifford@roehampton.ac.uk 

mailto:rachel.marks@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:Gwen.Ineson@brunel.ac.uk
mailto:S.Gifford@roehampton.ac.uk


Let’s have a look

https://brunel365-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/edstggi_brunel_ac_uk/EYCJOA7AsK
REq7rdUMZ6POQBXweCdvlr-ijrU0GEhwmnEQ?e=E0KYPs

https://brunel365-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/edstggi_brunel_ac_uk/EYCJOA7AsKREq7rdUMZ6POQBXweCdvlr-ijrU0GEhwmnEQ?e=E0KYPs
https://brunel365-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/edstggi_brunel_ac_uk/EYCJOA7AsKREq7rdUMZ6POQBXweCdvlr-ijrU0GEhwmnEQ?e=E0KYPs
https://brunel365-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/edstggi_brunel_ac_uk/EYCJOA7AsKREq7rdUMZ6POQBXweCdvlr-ijrU0GEhwmnEQ?e=E0KYPs
https://brunel365-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/edstggi_brunel_ac_uk/EYCJOA7AsKREq7rdUMZ6POQBXweCdvlr-ijrU0GEhwmnEQ?e=E0KYPs
https://brunel365-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/edstggi_brunel_ac_uk/EYCJOA7AsKREq7rdUMZ6POQBXweCdvlr-ijrU0GEhwmnEQ?e=E0KYPs
https://brunel365-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/edstggi_brunel_ac_uk/EYCJOA7AsKREq7rdUMZ6POQBXweCdvlr-ijrU0GEhwmnEQ?e=E0KYPs


How might the EYPM working 
group organise itself strategically 

to promote Early Years 
mathematics education at BSRLM?
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