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Background — the rationale for this session

ISDDE grant:

Small grant (£800) secured to fund the development of a professional
development (PD) workshop to serve as an introduction to TMSJ.

For use of teacher educators — freely available via the TMSJN website.

Regional meetings (during 2024-25) aimed at teachers of mathematics
(primary and secondary) at which workshops will be trialled.

BERA Small Grants Fund :

Applied for BERA Small Grants Fund (£5000) to support the running of a
research group of teacher educators within TMSJN (during 2024-25).

Would employ collaborative action research to develop PD workshops
focusing on TMSJ themes and evaluate impact on student teachers
and/or practitioners.



Teaching Maths for Social Justice Network (TMSJN)

The TMSIN https://mathsocialjustice.org/:
. Established in April 2021 — grown to over 210 members.

« Teachers of maths (all phases) in UK schools, teacher
educators, postgraduate research students with an interest in
equity and social justice.

. Holds regular reading group meetings during which members
engage with chosen paper (with opportunities to pose
questions to the authors).

. Members have worked together to design and trial classroom
resources (accessible via TMSIN website ‘Resources’ page).

*  Currently developing more specific PD workshops focused on
specific themes, e.g. ‘How to maintain/foster children’s
mathematical creativity/agency’.



https://mathsocialjustice.org/

A conceptualisation of TMSIJ:

TMSJ aims to:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Employ collaborative, discursive, problem-solving, and problem-posing
pedagogies, which promote mathematical sense-making and the
engagement of all learners with mathematics.

Promote mathematical inquiries that resonate with learners’ real-life
experiences and that help them develop greater understanding of their
social/cultural/political/economic situations.

Facilitate mathematical investigations that develop learners’ individual
and collective agency, enabling them to take part in future social action
for the public good.

Challenge common myths surrounding school mathematics, expose
processes that lead to the marginalisation of some learners, and open up
to scrutiny what it means to be successful.

(taken from TMSIJN Introductory Event)



Prompts for discussion:

Rationale: We want ideas from you that will help us design (face-to-face)
workshops for practitioners focusing on TMSJ. Please use the following
prompt questions for discussion. Keep a record of the ideas you generate.

1)
2)

3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

8)
9)

What structure should a TMSJ workshop follow?

How can the workshop encourage teachers to put TMSJ into practice and
support them in overcoming the barriers in doing so?

How can we help teachers see that incorporating TMSJ is manageable?
How can the workshop facilitate critical reflection on practice?

How can the workshop promote research-informed practice?

How should practical classroom-based resources be incorporated?

What actions should teachers be encouraged to take before the
workshop? After the workshop?

How can we promote foregrounding the voices of teachers and learners?

How can we design the workshop to be accessible both to colleagues
with primary and secondary expertise?

10) How should the workshop be disseminated to teacher educators?
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